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Risk Assessment Canoeing 
 
 

 
 
Task/Step 
(Sequential 
Order) 

 
 
Hazards 
(associated 
with each 
step) 

 
 
Risks 
(There may 
be more than 
one risk 
associated 
with each 
hazard) 

 
 
Likelihood 

 
 
Consequences 

 
 
Control 
Measures 

 
 
Score 

1. 
Walking from 
Campsite to 
river 

1a 
Crossing 
Road 

 
Hit by a car 

[√] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[√] Extreme 

Cross as a group 
under supervision 
of leader. 
Children crossing 
signs 

4 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

1b  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

1c  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

1d  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 
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Risk Assessment Canoeing 
 
 

 
 
Task/Step 
(Sequential 
Order) 

 
 
Hazards 
(associated 
with each step) 

 
 
Risks 
(There may 
be more than 
one risk 
associated 
with each 
hazard) 

 
 
Likelihood 

 
 
Consequences 

 
 
Control 
Measures 

 
 
Score 

2. 
Issue Gear 
 
Put on 
Lifejackets 
 
On Bank 
Introduction. 
 

2a 
Students 
going into  
river 
unsupervised 

Drowning [  ] Very Unlikely 
[√] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[√] Extreme 

Assemble group 
Quickly & give 
clear & concise 
Instructions. Put 
on Lifejackets at 
the start of the 
session. 

 

3 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

2b 
Stings/bites 

Snake bite or 
insect sting 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[√]Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[√] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

Well equipped 
with first aid 
supplies & 
knowledge. 
Communication 
systems to seek 
assistance if 
required. 

4 
 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

2c  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

2d  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 
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 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 

Risk Assessment Canoeing 
 
 

 
 
Task/Step 
(Sequential 
Order) 

 
 
Hazards 
(associated 
with each step) 

 
 
Risks 
(There may 
be more than 
one risk 
associated 
with each 
hazard) 

 
 
Likelihood 

 
 
Consequences 

 
 
Control 
Measures 

 
 
Score 

3. 
Putting 
canoes into 
water 
& 
participants 
entering 
canoes. 

3a 
Sharp 
objects in 
water 
(broken 
glass,fish 
hooks,rocks) 

 
Cut foot 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[√] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[√] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

Participants must 
wear shoes 

 
6 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[√] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

3b 
Deep water 

Unable to return 
to bank 
independently 

[√] Very Unlikely 
[ ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[√] Extreme 

Instructor first in 
water 

 
4 

 
Drowning 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[√] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[√] Extreme 

Lifejackets 
Stay together as 
a group. If the 
group does split 
ensure there is an 
instructor with 
each group. 

 
3 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

3c  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

3d  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 
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 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 
Risk Assessment Canoeing 

 
 

 
 
Task/Step 
(Sequential 
Order) 

 
 
Hazards 
(associated with 
each step) 

 
 
Risks 
(There may 
be more than 
one risk 
associated 
with each 
hazard) 

 
 
Likelihood 

 
 
Consequences 

 
 
Control 
Measures 

 
 
Score 

4. 
On water 
canoeing 
session 
 

4a 
Deep water 
 

 
Fear of  water 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[√ ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[√ ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

Link students that 
Have a fear of 
deep water with 
Instructor or adult 
Ensure that 
students are 
wearing 
Lifejackets 

 

6 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 

 
Capsize 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[√ ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[√ ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

Instruct on what 
to do if capsize. 
Ensure 
Instructors 
respond quickly. 

 
 

5 

4b  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  
 

 
 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 
  

 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

4c 
Wind/Weather 
conditions 

Canoes cannot 
Return to starting 
bank 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[√] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[√] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

Instructors to 
assess conditions 
before session 
begins & plan 
session 
accordingly. 
Instructors must 
have tow lines to 
assist participants 
if required. If 
weather is poor, 
utilize rescue 
boat. 
 

 
 

5 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 

4d  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 
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 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 
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Risk Assessment Canoeing 
 

 

 
 
Task/Step 
(Sequential 
Order) 

 
 
Hazards 
(associated 
with each 
step) 

 
 
Risks 
(There may 
be more than 
one risk 
associated 
with each 
hazard) 

 
 
Likelihood 

 
 
Consequences 

 
 
Control 
Measures 

 
 
Score 

1. 
Using rescue 
boat 

1a  
Propeller 
 

Children get 
caught in prop 
behind boat. 

[X] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[X] Extreme 

Skill used to 
manoeuvre boat 
away from 
objects, no canoe 
or person to be 
within 2 metres 
behind boat. 
Boat licence 
required 

4 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

1b 
Children in 
boat 

Children fall out. [X] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[X] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

Children to sit on 
floor of boat and 
hold on. Safe 
driving of boat. 

5 

Children knock 
themselves. 

[X] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[X] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

No Loose heavy 
items on boat. 

5 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

1c 
Towing 
canoes 

Capsize boats by 
going too fast 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[X] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[X] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

Ensure towing 
speed doesn’t put 
canoes at risk of 
capsizing. 

5 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

1d 
Speed 
around 
canoes 

Hit canoes by 
driving recklessly. 

[X] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[X] Extreme 

Speed around 
canoes to be safe 
and not reckless. 

4 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 
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Risk Assessment Canoeing 
Additional risk assessment for trips away from Wellington Boat ramp area. 
 

 
 
Task/Step 
(Sequential 
Order) 

 
 
Hazards 
(associated with 
each step) 

 
 
Risks 
(There may 
be more than 
one risk 
associated 
with each 
hazard) 

 
 
Likelihood 

 
 
Consequences 

 
 
Control 
Measures 

 
 
Score 

5. 
Travelling to 
Paddling 
area  
 

5a 
Drive fatigue 
 

 
Car accident 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[√ ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[√ ] Extreme 

Regular breaks & 
changeover of 
drivers where 
possible 

 

3 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 

 
 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  
 

 

5b  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  
 

 
 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 
  

 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

5c 
 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[ ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[ ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  
 

 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 

4d  [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 
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Risk Assessment Canoeing 
Additional risk assessment for trips away from Wellington Boat ramp area. 
 

 
 
Task/Step 
(Sequential 
Order) 

 
 
Hazards 
(associated with 
each step) 

 
 
Risks 
(There may 
be more than 
one risk 
associated 
with each 
hazard) 

 
 
Likelihood 

 
 
Consequences 

 
 
Control 
Measures 

 
 
Score 

6. 
Camping 
overnight 
 

6a 
Weather 
conditions 
 

 
Extreme Hot / 
cold / wet. 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[√ ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[√ ] Extreme 

Ensure 
participants are 
prepared for all 
weather 
conditions. 
Importance of wet 
weather gear, 
warm clothing, 
shelter / shade, 
plenty of water. 

 
3 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 

 
 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  
 

 

6b 
Bites, stings, 
injury 
  

Reaction to bites 
/ stings or injury 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[√ ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[√ ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

Well equipped 
with first aid 
supplies & 
knowledge. 
Communication 
systems to seek 
assistance if 
required. 

4 
 

 
 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 
 

 
 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

  

6c 
Getting lost 

Lack of food & 
water if things 
don’t go to plan. 

[  ] Very Unlikely 
[√ ] Unlikely 
[ ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[ ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[√ ] Extreme 

Ensure adequate 
food and water 
supply. Allow 
extra for 
emergency 
situation.  
Have maps and 
contingency 
plans for the 
area.  
Submit trip 
intentions to local 
authorities and 
back at head 
office. 
Have 
communication 
systems to seek 
assistance if 
required. 

 
 

3 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 

 

 [  ] Very Unlikely 
[  ] Unlikely 
[  ] Likely 
[  ] Very Likely 

[  ] Minor 
[  ] Moderate 
[  ] Major 
[  ] Extreme 
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Risk Assessment 
 
Risk Priority Chart – from Qld Risk Management advisory standard 2000 
(Risk scores of 1 or 2 indicates the activity may need to be re – designed or avoided, unless 
tighter control measures can be implemented. Risk scores of 3 indicate caution must be 
exercised to ensure the activity control measures remain effective.) 
 

 
Likelihood 

Consequences 

Extreme Major Moderate Minor 

Very Likely 1 2 3 4 

Likely 2 3 4 5 

Unlikely 3 4 5 6 

Very Unlikely 4 5 6 7 

 
 
 
 
Prepared By  _______Thomas Austin______ 
 
 
 
Signature ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
Date  ____6/3/18_____________  


